SEPTEMBER 2021

NEWS

CITY
Founder’s Week
Balloon Glow

Mayor Treva Hodges | 304 Main Cross, Charlestown, IN 47111 | (812) 256-3422 | www.CityofCharlestown.com

JUST THE FACTS: Biggest City News, In Brief

Second round of Covid-19 grants awarded
Funded as part of The Office of Community and Rural Affairs Community Development
Block Grant program, the City announced 16
businesses will benefit from the second round
of Covid-19 relief. A total of $150,000 was dis-

persed among them.
Recipients may use the funding for working
capital expenses (salaries, general operating expenses, marketing/advertising, etc.) to help with
continued operation.

Rodewig named City’s Community Liaison
Support for community
members facing personal or
family crisis is one of the offerings of the city’s Community Liaison. Courtney Rodewig,
a licensed social worker with

15-plus years experience,
joined the city on Sept. 9 to
offer social worker services.
This grant-based position
will serve as a point of contact
for crisis intervention. In ad-

dition, Rodewig will support
residents in service needs
related to domestic violence,
suicide prevention, substance
abuse treatment and recovery, and financial support.

Hello,
Charlestown!
UPCOMING EVENTS
Oct. 8

American Red Cross
Blood Drive
A community blood
drive will be held at
the Arts & Enrichment
Building (999 Water St.)
from noon to 4 p.m.

Oct. 16

Monster Mash
Halloween Parade
Dress up for the
Monster Mash, a
parade down Market
Street, starting
at 6 p.m.

Oct. 22

Garbage truck contest winners announced

Upon the arrival of the new City of Charlestown garbage truck in June, the city held an art contest
for students to create an image to be placed on the receptacle.
The winners of the contest were Sophia Spainhour (Charlestown Middle School, sixth grade, left
photo) and Cheyenne Knigge (Jonathan Jennings Elementary School, third grade, right photo).
Their artwork will be turned into a vinyl wrap to be applied to the side of two separate garbage
trucks for all to see as trash is collected throughout the city.

Paving, sidewalk improvements continue
Smoother roads and improved
sidewalks remain an ongoing infrastructure focus for the City.
This summer, repaved surfaces
can be found on Clark Rd., Highland
Rd., Spring St., Wood St., Birch Dr.,
Parkland Ct., Oriole Dr., Hillside Cir.,
Gospel Rd., and Halcyon Rd. as those
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roads were in need of paving.
Safe walkablity requires a good bit
of sidewalk work. One primary goal is
creating safe routes for students walking to schools from area neighborhoods. Main St., Monroe St., and Clark
Rd. have been among the focus areas
thus far for sidewalk improvements.
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CharlestownParks

City crews work
on a new sidewalk
along Monroe St.
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Movie in the Park
Halloween themed
movie featuring familyfriendly “Goosebumps”
starting in Greenway
Park at 7 p.m.

Nov. 26

Light-up
Charlestown Kick-off
Gather at Greenway
Park at 7 p.m. when
the switch flips to glow
Charlestown with an
amazing lights display.
The animated lights
show will run nightly
from 6 to 10 p.m., until
Jan. 1.
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Update for City’s
sewer utility customers

To have quality wastewater services and put an end to yearover-year financial losses, the City of Charlestown approved a
sewer rate increase in August. The billing increases will show on
the September bill, which is due Oct. 10.
Years of disrepair at the Wastewater Treatment Facility and unSEWER LOSSES
sustainable lack of revenue led to
the decision.
BY YEAR
The Wastewater Treatment Facility is in extreme need of repair.
2017 -$210,309
To provide top-quality service to
the 2,500 Charlestown residents
2018 -$125,427
and businesses using the system,
a new, expanded facility must be
2019 -$418,546
built. Costly repairs must be done
and funded in interim. As the
community continues to grow on the residential end, plus River
Ridge business development, a highly functional sewage system
is needed to handle the higher volumes of waste.
The cost of a new facility is estimated at $25 million according Safety is among the issues
facing the Wastewater
to the study by the city’s engineering firm Jacobi, Toombs & Lanz.
The issues to address go beyond the main facility. Many of the Treatment Plant as hand
rails (above) have deterilift stations need updating as well.
Financially, the department operates solely on customer rates orated over time. Roofs,
and the state requires municipal utilities to charge a rate that stairs, buildings and pipes
are rusting too. Some of
covers the cost of operating the utility.
the pumps (at right) are
What does the rate increase look like?
not functioning due to
There will be a 47-percent increase in 2021 to ensure the utility
needed maintenance.
does not operate at a loss this year. A second increase (11-percent), will take place in 2022 and is designed to help make repairs
for the facility to meet state standards.
Questions on the rate changes, status of the wastewater
The city is actively working hard to identify grant opportunities,
treatment plant and collection system or more details? Email
low-interest loans options, and is willing to invest the city’s cash
Mayor Treva Hodges at Mayor@CityofCharlestown.com or
reserves into the system to bring better financial stability and
call City Hall Monday thru Friday between
quality utilities.
8 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. at (812) 256-3422.
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